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none of my Friends to be preſent; . 

yet may 1 affirm. that almoſt every 
one, who came not purpoſely to ex- 
; clude me, voted i in my Favour. My 


O pponents all came from one Quar- 
ter to gratify their Reſentment, I 


cat 


Y Vanity is not in 5 leaſt 
17 mortifyed by the Repulſe 
e .I received, when I was pro- 

| poſed to. be elected a Member of 
your Society. Though I was rejected, | 
the Ballot terminated to my. Honour, 

= [ Hollicited no Votes : WF entreated 
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4 maketh excellent 
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forgive them freely. They had re- 


ceived great Provocation from me: 


For I had dragged into open Light, 
their Ignorance an 


. 


had ſo long ſkulked under the Veil of 


Science and Philoſophy. You , Gen- 


tlemen, have nothing to fear from 


* wy 1 
| * 


my Reſentment. Your Inftit 
ſa honourable: to y | elves and be C 
_neficial-to the Publick, that it wo oO 


be an inyidious Taſk to buty de 8 


ſelfin diſcorering fall Imperfe®tions. 
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Leather, and the 


The Aided Skin ben 


Skins e from Boes of ffe⸗ 


rent 


'Dulneſs, which 


Permit me to lay before you fome 
Projects, Which will be of excellent 
Service to our Country, as and d will re re- 
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rent Ages, Conditions and Sexes are a 


applicable to various Uſes. The 


Hides of brawny Porters, Sailors and 
common Soldier will make ſtout Jack- 
boots and ſtrong Harneſſes. The Hides 
of the middling Kind of People are 
fit for light Summer Boots, thin 
| Pumps, leather Breeches and riding 
Gloves. But the f fineſt. Gloves and 
Mittins are to be cut from the deli- 
cate Skins of the Fair-Sex, Beaus 
and Infants: | Such. Gloves will be 
ſolter and more ſupple than thoſe 
made of Kid; becauſe the Skins ; 
from whence they are to be made, 
are leſß expoſed to the Inclemencics 
of the Air. * he Number of Inha- 
bitants in Great-Britain, at a * 
nate Calculation, are Ten Millions, | 
: A, Million die Yearly, whoſe Hides | 
r are 
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fre entirely loſt to ; their Friends and 
their Country. Be not ſhocked, Geti- 
tlemen, I do not propoſe from hence- 
forth to tan the Hides of all his Ma- 
jeſty's 8 Subjects as they ſhall die. 1 . 

| am aware, alas how: difficult it is to 
encounter the Prejy udices of Educa- 
tion. This muſt be a Work of Time. 

Even philoſophic Minds can ſcarce 
abſtract their Ideas ſo As to conſidef 
Things independant of vulgar Preju- 
= dices, and with eſpe only to pub- 

lick Utility. The greateſt Difficulty | 

lies in introducing the Ciiſtom. | The 
Hides, 1 Propoſe to be firſt tanned 
for Uſe, are thoſe of the French in 
| Germany. Here, Gentlemen, you 
may diſtribute your Premiums, 


| mivins may be diſtributed to the 


651 
To the feſt e chat (hall wear 
a pair of Jack - boots made from the 


Hide of a French Trooper, which the 
Officer has 1 A 20 Medal. | 


To che galt Officer that Gil 4 wear 


a Pair of Dancing-gloves- cut from 
the delicate Skin of a French Mar- ; 


ow Silver Medal. 


I am poſitive that this enki in- 
: troduce a general Faſhion, At Balls 
| and Races, the Officer would be fond 
5 diſplaying theſe Marks of his Va- 
| lour. The Ladies by handling the 
Gloves, would ſoon conquer any Aver- 
1 Hon they might at firſt entertain. Pres 


nden Soldiers. 1 hope to ſee che 


Time, 
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Ti ime, | when whole Regiments ſhall 
have their Belts and Cartouches made 
of the Hides of their Enemies. When 
this Practice is once introduced, the 
Legiſlature may interpoſe and pro- 


| hibit every Perſon to be buried in 


| is: now/calculating the Number of 


_ _ their Skin, under the fame e 
as to be buried? in * 17857 


| 1 mec 1 Project. t9 
my Friend, Mr. Mass IE. struck 


ly propoſed that a Tax ſhould be laid 
on thoſe Hides that ſhould not be 


with the Utility of it, he immediate- . 


Manufactured for common Uſe. He 


©  induftrious. Poor that will be em- 


ployed, and the clear Gains that will 
| ariſe to the Nation, from as much 77 
the Leather as thall be exported be- 

| 3 
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venue. This Tax is to be levied on 
the Hide of every Man in Proportion 
| to his Rank, and the Offices he had 
in his Life-time, reſpecting the real 
and perſonal Eſtate of which he died 
a St The nega is a __ | 
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© tices, and Licutenant-Generals, 


each =_ 999: 1. 
001 150 a Riſhops, - Puiſne 
odge and eee. each 
—— 300 J. 


Commoners according to their 
Eſtate . 
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| Here my Friend — 5 nk ex- 
h chr over Mr. Jacob  Henrigues. 
This, ſays he, is a, Tax that will 
raiſe a vaſt Sum, and will be felt by 
A No-body. We -ought | immediately 

o import as many raw Hides as poſ- 
able from. Germany, and both the 
7. ndies, and to manufacture them 

| hete. 1 objected to him the Expknee 
of the —_ from the Indies. That 
Eepence, | 


£5013 ; 


12 


Expence, replies my Friend, will be 
ſaved in the Manufacturing, becauſe 


the Skins of thoſe who die there, 


are half tanned to our Hands, I will 
not wrong this great Man by enter- 


ing too far into his Scheme 3 which he 


intends, after having more maturely 
digeſted it, to preſent to the Priry- 


Council, and to . before the ho- 


| _ " Hitherto I have conſidered this 
Project in a lucrative View 3 but it 
may be made ſubſervient to the no- 
— * Purpoſes, Jy! exciaing mar 
- Every one knows, that” the ; 


— of the antient Romans. Was 


N kindled to the Performance of great 


and glorious Actions, by contemplat- 
ing the Statues of their illuſtrious 
IF - Anceſtors. 
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[ 10 ] 
Anceſtors, If the well-tanned Hides 
of the greateſt Perſonages of the pre- 
ſent Age were to be hung up after 
their Death in public Places, they | 
might be productive of the ſame 
good Conſequences. The Faſhion 


4 would become general. Our Pul- 


pits and Communion Tables would 


be covered with the Leather of the 
: humble Prelates and pious Confeſſors | 
| of the preſent | Times. The great | 
Hall of the Manſion-houſe would be 
ſtripped of its antient Ornaments, the 
Stag's Antler and Foxes Noſes, and 
the Walls would be covered with the 
Buff Jerkins of the great Men of the 
Family. It is to be hoped that ſome 
eminent Perſonage will ſet the Ex- 
ample. I myſelf, in my laſt Will and 
Teſtament, have given Directions to 
. my 


111 


my Executrix, (a Lady for whom I 
have the tendereſt Regard) to cauſe 
me to be flay d, my Skin to be well 
manufactured, my Toes and Fingers 


to be tipt with Gold, and an Inſcrip- 


tion in Gold Letters, ſetting forth my 
Titles, Virtues, and the Advantages 


that Mankind will receive by this 2 


Project. 1 have deſired the i ingenious 


and claſſical Author of the Inſcrip- 
tion on the new Brid ge to compoſe 


one for me. I f he ſhould decline it, 
my Friend Pram ENGLISH will not 
refuſe me. 1 have farther directed, 


that my Hide ſo adorned, ſhall be 


preſented to you, Gentlemen, flatter- 
ing myſelf that the Malice of my 


8 Enemies will not ſurvive me : And it 


is my Deſire, that it be hung up in the 


- great Room of the Socicty, to be con- 
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[72] 
templated by the preſent and future 
Generations. If this laſt Favour-ſhould 
be denied me, I have ordered that 
two Sets of my Works ſhall be bound 
in my own Leather, one of them to 
be depoſited in the Britiſh Muſæum, 
* ** in . Budleian . pd | 


T big is intended: as a Hint to Gen: 


tlemen of the ſeveral Profeſſions, who To 
; may be unwilling that their Hides 5 — 


ſhould be applied to ſervile Purpoſes. i 
1 intimated that the Biſhop's Hides 
; would be a proper Ornament for Pul- 


paits and Communion Tables. The 


Hides of the inferior Clergy may be 

manufactured as Turkey or Morocco, 
and be uſed for the religious Purpoſes 
of binding Church Bibles and Com- 


mon-Prayer Books. The numerous 


Volumes 


[230] 
Volumes of Law Reports and Statute- 


of the numerous and reſpectable Body 
of Barriſters, ': and from henceſorth 


every new Reporter in his own Lea- 
ther-. The Skins of the Attornies 


may bi converted into Parchment 


fuch as were of inferior Reputation 


may ſerve the common Purpoſes of 


Conveyancing, thoſe of higher Rank 
:may be uſed for Records and ſerve to 
8 terminate Differences which it Was the 


Buſineſs of their Lives to foment. 


The Gentlemen of the Army are Men 
of the niceſt Honour, and the greateſt : 
Circumſpection muſt be uſed towards 
them, left I ſhould have an Affair on 
my Hands. Let the Skins of the 
- Subalterns: be converted into Parch- 
ment, and let the Drums be covered 
5 l 


Books may be bound in the Leather 
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with them. They will again rouſe 
the Britiſh Valour, and even after 
their Death contribute to the Victo- 
ries of their Countrymen. Some of 


When well manufactured, will be very 
delicate and beautiful, being not de- 
formed with * n _ 


The Taſte for I ** Muſic every. 
Day increaſes. The Men-ſingers that 


l = come from Abroad acquire great For- 


tunes, which they ſpend in their na- 
tive Country. It is well known that 
we have Youths who would equal 1 
them, if they underwent the fame 
Operation. An Opportunity now 8 
fers of preſerving two fine Voices that 
would otherwiſe be loſt to the Public. 
1 ſubmit to the Committee of polite 
Arts 


the Hides of our General Officers, 


CS 1] 


Arts what Premium is neceſſary to be 


obſerve that this is the only Piece of 


refined Luxury which our Nation has 


not — 


You "os given, Gentlemen, a no- 
ble Premium for the Encouragement 


8 of the Growth of Hemp in our Colo- 
nies, ſomething hereafter may be add- | 


0d as to the Applieation of it. 


& 


Another Project I 9 to commu- 


nicate to you, Gentlemen, which de- 
ſerves your moſt ſerious Attention: It 


is, to purchaſe a Spot of Ground ; 


about twenty Acres, which you will 
convert into a Botanic Garden. T he 
Care and Management of which I 


will undertake W ith a handſome Gra- 


Bag tuity. 
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diſtributed on that Account. I muſt 
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| 1 16 
wich. This Spot ſhould not be deſ- 


tin'd for the Cultivation of Exotics 
alone, but the medicinal Herbs of our 
own Country ſhould here find a Place. 
I I doubt not but that ſome Herb of na- 
tive Growth might be found a ſpeci- 
fic Remedy for every Diſeaſe incident 
to an Engl. 55 Conſtitution. The 
World i is already ſufficiently apprized F 
of the Virtues of the. Bardana and 
V. ater-Dock. The Antients, as 1 ; 


| am credibly informed, all confirm 


them. It is not my Cuſtom to con- 
ecal any Medicine beneficial to Man- 
kind, when the Uſe of it has been 
never known, or long ſince ceaſed. 
Far be it from me to imitate thoſe 5 
Empirics who, to the Prejudice of the 
fair Practitioner, fraudulently procure 
* ſole * of poiſoning his Ma- 
Wit . 8 


TY 1: 


 Jeſty's 8 Subjects with their donn 
Medicines. I preſcribe x no Medfcine, 


the Efficacy of which may not be | 
aſcertained. T he Bardana, Wa- 


ter-Dock, and V. alerian are Natives 
of this Iſland, and may every where 
be found in Plenty. But in Juſtice 
to the Public, and to myſelf, 1 


muſt declare, chat no one can ſo 


well diſtinguiſh the true Kind or fo 


. extract its Virtues. 


Accept, Gentlemen, theſe my Tas - 
= bours, which are the Reſult of much 
„ Study. 1 dedicate them, ſach as they 
are, to the Service of the Public. 
. ſubmit the Execution of them to 

. . your Wiſdom. 'The only Reward 
to which my Ambition aſpires, „ 
| when the Public are in full Enjoy- 


ment. 
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